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The Sopranos: A Wake—Program at a Glance 
—All events at  Fordham University,  Lincoln Center,  Lowenstein,  at 60t h and Columbus 
 
Thursday, May 22nd, 2008, 7 pm [Lincoln Center 816] 
Housekeep ing (Doug Howard); We lcome (Paul  Lev inson, Fordham U) 
Opening Pane l  (Ga ry Edgerton, Dav id  Lavery ) 
 
Friday,  May 23, 2008 
800-900—Reg ist rat ion, Cof fee [Pope Auditor ium]  
Track A: 900-
1000 

Session 1  Featu red Speaker: Cancel led 
Session 2—Fea tured Speakers: K im Akass and Janet 

McCabe [LL  311] 
1000-1030: Cof fee 

Track B: 1030-
1215 

Session 3—Fi lm Form and 
F i lmmaking [LL 305]  

Session 4—Therapy  [LL  
307]  

Session 5—  Ethnic 
Ident i t ies and the Ita l ian 
Ques t ion [LL  310] 

Session 6—Women and 
Gender I  [LL 311]  

1215-145: Lunch Break 

145-330: A Conversat i on wi th Domin ic Chianese (Uncle  Junio r) [Pope Auditor ium] 

330-430: Cof fee , Book Signing  
Track C: 430-
600 

Session 10—  Images of  Just i ce  and The Sopranos  [Pope  Auditorium]  

Track D: 615-
800 (moved 
f rom or ig ina l  
s lo t)  

Session 7—Dreams [LL  
305]  

Session 8—Journal i sm, 
Poetry ,  and S i lence i n 
The Sop ranos  [LL 307]  

Session 9—  Fami ly ,  
Socie ty ,  and the 
Ameri can Way Cancel led  

 

 
Saturday, May 24t h, 2008 
800-900—Reg ist rat ion, Cof fee  
Track E: 900-
1000 

Session 11—Featu red Speaker: Rob in Ne l son [LL  310]  
Session 12—Featu red Speaker: Ma rtha Nochimson [LL  

311]  
1000-1030: Cof fee  
Track F: 
1030-1215 

Session 13—Creat ing 
Narra t ives [LL  305]  

Session 14—
Intertex tual i ty  I  [LL  307]  

Session 15—Food and the 
Body [LL  310]  

Session 16—Women and 
Gender II  [LL 311]  

1215-145: Lunch Break 

Track G: 
145-330 

Session 17—Inter texual i ty  
II  [LL  305]  

Session 18—Whiteness 
and Cul tura l  Pr iv i lege [LL  
307]  

Session 19—Mascul i n i ty  
and Gender [LL 310]  

Session 20—Role-P lay ing 
and Negot ia t ing [LL  311]  

330-400: Cof fee  
Track H: 
400-500 

Session 21—  
Session 22—Featu red Speaker: 
George De Stefano [LL  307]  

Session 23—Featu red Speaker: 
J immie Reeves [LL 311]  

500-530: Cof fee  

530-700 
Session 24—Fade  to  B lack:  The F ina le and The Sopranos  Legacy  [Pope Auditor ium] 
Featured Speake rs : Maur ice Yacowar,  Doug Howard, Pau l  Lev inson: Chai r:  Dav id  B iancu l l i  

 
Sunday May 25th, 2008: 10 AM: Sopranos Bus Tour (meet at 59t h and Columbus) 



Sopranos Wake 3 
 

  

 

The Sopranos: A Wake: Sessions 
Fordham Universi ty,  New York (May 23-25, 2008) 
All  events at Fordham University,  Lincoln 
Center, Lowenstein, at  60th and Columbus 

Thursday, May 22nd, 2008, 7pm 
 
Opening Session [Lincoln Center 816] 
Housekeeping:  Doug Howard (Suffo lk Community 

College) 
Welcome: Pau l Levinson  (Fordham U) 
 
Featured Speakers :  Gary Edger ton (Old  Domin ion U) ,  “The 

Sopranos  a s T ipp ing Po int i n the Second Coming of  HBO”: 
Dav id  Lavery  (B rune l  Un ivers i ty),  “Made Men to Mad Men:  
What Mat thew Weiner Lea rned f rom Dav id  Chase ”  

 

Friday, May 24, 2008 
800-900: Regist ration , Co ffee 
 

900-1000 Track A 
Sess ion 1  [LL  310]—Featured Speaker:  Cancelled  
Sess ion 2  [LL 311]—Featured Speaker: Kim Akass and 

Janet McCabe (Manchester Me tropol i tan U),  
“ ’B labbermouth Cunts’:  The Sop ranos and the Femini st  
Di lemma” 

 
1000-1030: Coffee 
 

1030-1215: Track B 
Sess ion 3  [LL 305]—Fi lm Form and Fi lmmaking  
Chai r:  Cameron Go lden 
Cameron Golden (Independent S cho lar ),  The Producers: The 

Dange rs of  F i lmmak ing in The Sop ranos ” 
Wi l l i am S i ska (U of  U tah) ,  “The Sopranos  as A rt  Cinema” 
 
Sess ion 4  [LL 307]—Therapy 
Chai r:  Dav id  Pa tt ie  
Matthew Lepora t i  (Fordham U), “ ’Sometimes wha t happens 

in here i s l ike  tak ing a shit ’ :  Confession and Ident i ty  i n 
‘The Tes t Dream’” 

Bruce P lou rde (Rowan U),  “Tony and Dora: Master ing the A rt  
of  Counter -Transferrance ” 

Dav id  Pa tt ie  (U Ches ter) ,  “ ’Whatever happened to stop & 
smel l  the roses?’ :  The Sopranos  as Ant i-Therapeut ic 
Narra t ive”  

 
Sess ion 5  [LL 310]—Ethnic  Ident it ies and the I ta lian 

Quest ion 
Chai r:  Frank Tomasu lo 
Jonathan J .  Cava l lero (Penn State U),  “Honor ing Our 

Ances tors: Using The Sopranos  to Mob i l i ze  
I ta l ian/Ameri can Ehtn ic Iden t i ty ” 

Lau ra Cook Kenna (George Wash ington U),  “ ’ I  can’ t  turn the 
other cheek on th i s .  .  .  My fa ther was a Knigh t of  
Columbus’:  ‘ Chr istopher ’  and the Conte sted Cons truc t ion 
of  I ta l i an Ameri can Iden t i ty ” 

Frank Tomasulo (F lo r ida State U),  “The Gangste r  as Guinea 
Hero: The Comp lex Repre senta t ion of  I ta l ian Americans i n 
Dav id  Chase ’s The Sop ranos”  

 
Sess ion 6  [LL 311]—Women  and Gender I 
Chai r:  Joseph Wa lker 
Andrée Betancourt  ( Louis iana S tate U),  “The Rise and Shine 

of  Cla i re  F i she r and Meadow Soprano: Good Mourning 
Daugh ters” 

Mari sa Ca rrol l  ( Independent S cho lar ),  “ ’When i t  comes to 
daughters,  a l l  bets are of f ” :  Meadow Soprano and the 
Ques t ion of  Fami l ia l  Determinism in The Sopranos” 

Joseph Walker ( Independen t Scholar ),  “ ’What ’ s Di f ferent 
Between You and Me’:  Carmela,  the Aud ience, and the 
End” 

 
1215-145: Lunch  Break 
 

145-330: A Conversat ion with Dominic Chianese 
(Uncle Junior)  [Pope Auditorium] 

 
330-430: Coffee;  Book Signing—Akass, A l len, B iancul l i ,  

Creeber,  De Stefano, Edgerton, Ja cobs, Lavery, Lev inson , 
McCabe , Rucker,  Ne lson, Nochimson , Peacock , Yacowar  

 

430-600 Track C 
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Sess ion 10  [Pope  Auditor ium]—Images of  Justice and 
The  Sopranos :  Cha ir:  Ba rbara V i l le z (U of  Pa r is  8) 

Antoin io Ingro ia (P rosecu tor Pa lermo, I ta ly) 
Fab io Li cata (Prosecutor Pa lermo, I ta ly) 
James Kenea l ly  (C r imina l  Lawyer ,  New York ) 
Phi l  S ca la ( ret i red FBI o rgani zed cr ime squad superv iso r): 

"The Real- L i fe  Sopranos: The Cr ime Fami ly  in New Jersey 
on wh ich The Sop ranos Was Based " 

 

615-800: Track D  
Sess ion 7  [LL 305]—Dreams 
Chai r:  Cyn thia Burkhead 
Ter ry  Carney (But ler U),  “From Maf i oso to Kev in F inne rty: 

The Ameri can Way ” 
Sven Weber (Independen t Schola r),  “The Sopranos:  A sleep—

The Dream Sequences and The ir  Ref lect ion on Te lev is i on 
Struc ture and Complex i ty” 

Cynthia Burkhead (U North A labama), “F i shes and Footba l l  
Coaches , Oh My! The Narra t ive Necessi ty  of  Dreams in 
The Sop ranos” 

 
Sess ion 8  [LL 307]—Journal ism Poetry,  and Si lence  in  

The  Sopranos 
Chai r:  Steven Peacock 
Bast i aan Vanacker ( Loyola U, Chicago) ,  “Journal i sm in The 

Sopranos:  Don’t  Shoot the Messenge r” 
Steven Peacock (U of  He rt ford sh ire) ,  “S i lence i n The 

Sopranos” 
 
Sess ion 9  [LL 310]—Fami ly,  Society,  and the  American 

Way—Cance lled 
 
 

Saturday, May 24th, 2008 
800-900: Regist ration , Co ffee 
 

900-1000 Track E 
Sess ion 11  [LL 310]—Featured Speaker: Robin Ne lson, 

Mancheste r Met ropo l i tan U) “Author ( i z) ing Chase : 
Ques t ions of  Worth in Valor i z i ng The Sopranos ”  

Sess ion 12  [LL 311]—Featured Speaker: Martha 
Noch imson (Cineas te),  “The Sopranos , Rela t ive ly  
Speak ing”  

 
1000-1030: Coffee 
 
1030-1215: Track F 
Sess ion 13  [LL 305]—Creating Narrat ives  in  The  
Sopranos 
Chai r:  Sean O ’Sul l ivan 
Robert  P i lu so (Cal i forn ia Sta te U Ful le rton),  “Funny about 

God, and fate,  and sh it  l ike  that ”: The Imminent  
Unexpec ted in Dav id  Chase ’ s The Sopranos” 

I lar i a  B is teghi  (U of  Bo logna),  “The New Ser ia l  Te lev is i on: 
The Sop ranos  and The Re lay Race-Like Tex t Structure ” 

Sean O’Sul l ivan (Ohio State U),  “Ep i sode F ive, o r When Does 
a Narra t ive Become What I t  I s? ”  

 
Sess ion 14  [LL 307]—Intertexual ity  I 
Chai r:  A l  Auster 
Lind say Coleman (U Melbourne ),  “ ’ Echoes in Ete rn ity ’:  

Glad iator and The Sop ranos” 
Kenneth T.  R ivers ( Lamar U),  “Carmela in Par is :  Culture 

Shock and Arch itec ture in the “Co ld  Stones” Ep isode of  
The Sop ranos 

Al Auste r (Fo rdham U), The Sopranos and Hi story  
 
Sess ion 16  [LL 311]—Women  and Gender II  
Chai r:  Nancy Roche 
E l i zabeth Mauld in (Og le tho rpe U) ,  “Carmela Sop rano as 

Emma Bovary : European Culture,  Taste,  and Cla ss i n The 
Sopranos” 

Lyndsey Lefebvre (Cal i f orn ia State U Fu l ler ton ),  “Carmela 
Soprano: F igh t ing Our Ba tt le ?” 

Nancy Roche (Midd le  Tennessee State Universi ty ),  “The Las t 
Temp tat i on of  Me l f i ”  

 
1215-145: Lunch  Break 
 

145-330: Track G 
Sess ion 17  [LL 305]—Intertextua li ty  II 
Chai r:  Pau l  Wright 
Paul  Wr ight (Cabr in i  Col lege),  “Hal f  a  Wise Guy:  Paul ie  

Walnuts,  Mee t Tom Stoppard ”  
Carl  W i lson (B rune l  U) ,  “ ’Even B rendan F i l one ’ s got an 

ident i ty  and he ’s dead ’ :  Ch r i stophe r Mo lt i san t i  and the 
Ref lex ive Subje ct iv i ty  of  the Const ruc ted Se l f ”  
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G len Creebe r (U Wales Abe rystwyth ),  “Comfor tab ly  Numb? 
The Sop ranos ,  New Bruta l i sm and the Las t Temp tat ion 
of  Chr is ” 

 
Sess ion 18  [LL 307]—Whiteness and Cultural  Priv ilege 
Chai r:  Ch r i stopher Koce la 
Renee Curry  (Cal i f orn ia State U, Monte rey Bay),  “ ’B ianca 

isn ’ t  b lack ; she ’ s pret ty  tan’ :  Desi re ,  Repu ls i on, and 
Whiteness in The Sopranos” 

Andrea Dottolo (Worcester S tate Col lege ),  “Wops and 
WASPS:  Us ing The Sopranos  to Teach abou t Race and 
Raci sm” 

Chri stopher Koce la (Georg ia State U),  " 'A l l  Caucasians Look 
A l ike ':   Dreams of  Whiteness at the End of  The Sopranos " 

 
Sess ion 19  [LL 310]—Mascul inity  and Gender 
Chai r:  Pau l  Lumsden 
Paul  Lumsden (G ran t MacEwan Co l lege),  “Tony and the Bear ” 
Mel inda Di  Cond io and Dav id  Thie rr i ng (Independent 

Scholars),  “Ch r is tophe r ’s A rc: The Ex istent ia l  Search of  
the Genera t ion Y Gangste r” 

 
Sess ion 20  [LL 311]—Role-Playing  and Negotiating 
Chai r:  Sarah Swan 
Fr ieda Pa ttenden (Universi ty  of  Muni ch) ,  “Role-p lay  Read ing 

The Sop ranos:  “You are a l l  white  professional  males 
between 25 and 45” 

Sharon Suther land (U of  Br i t i sh Columbia Facult y  of  Law) 
and Sarah Swan (Independent S cho lar) ,  “ ’ I t ’s no t a 
negot ia t ion ’:  Get t ing to Yes wi th Tony Sop rano”  

 
330-400: Coffee  

 

400-500: Track H 
Sess ion 21  [LL 305]—Featured Speaker:  Ja son Jacobs (U 

Queens land) ,  “Chr i stopher ,  Osama and AJ: 
Contemporary  Na rc iss ism and Ter ror ism in The 
Sopranos”  

Sess ion 22  [LL 307]—Featured Speaker: George De 
Stefano (Independent S cho lar) ,  “A ‘F inook ’  in the Crew: 
V ito Spataf ore,  The Sop ranos ,  and the Queer ing of  the 
Mob Genre ” 

Sess ion 23  [LL 311]—Featured Speaker: J immie Reeves 
(Texas Tech U),  “Tony Soprano as Fera l  Father: 
Patr i ar chy in the Age of  Hybr id i ty” 

 
530-700: Session  24  [Pope Auditor ium]—Fade to  B lack:  

The  F ina le  and The  Sopranos  Legacy 
Featured Speakers :  Maurice Yacowar (U Ca lgary),  

“Unp red ic tab le  bu t Inev itab le: That Last Shot; Doug las 
Howard (Suf fo lk  County  Communi ty  Co l lege) ,  “No Jus t i ce  
for A l l :  The FBI,  Cut to B lack , and Dav id  Chase ’ s  F ina l  
H it” ;  Paul  Lev inson (Fordham U), “The Sopranos  and the 
Closure Junk ie s” ; Cha ir:  David  B iancu l l i  
( tvworthwatching.com) 

 

Sunday, May 25th, 2008 
 

1000 am: Sopranos Bus Tour (meeting 
point—59th and Columbus) 
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Presenters by Session 
 

Akass,  Kim—2 

Auster,  Al—14 

Betancourt,  Andrée E.  C.—6 

Biancul li  ,  David—24 

Bisteghi,  Ilaria—13 

Burkhead, Cynthia—7 

Carney, Terry—7 

Carrol l,  Marisa—6 

Caval lero,  Jonathan J.—5 

Chianese,  Dominic—Specia l  
Session 

Coleman, L indsay—14 

Creeber, Glen—7 

Curry,  Renee—18 

De Stafano, George—22 

DiCondio, Mel inda—19 

Dotto lo,  Andrea—18 

Edgerton, Gary—Thursday 
Evening Session 

Golden, Cameron—3 

Grynbaum, Michael—15 

Howard, Douglas—24 

Ingroia,  Antoin io—10 

Jacobs,  Jason—21 

Kenna, Laura Cook—5 

Keneal ly,  James—10 

Kocela,  Christopher—18 

Lavery,  David—Thursday 
Evening Session 

LeBesco, Kathleen—15 

Lefebvre,  Lyndsey—16 

Leporati , Matthew—4 

Levinson, Paul—24 

Licata,  Fab io—10 

Lumsden, Paul—19 

Mauldin,  E l izabeth—16 

McCabe, Janet—2 

Naccarato,  Peter—15 

Nelson, Robin—11 

Nochimson, Martha P.—12 

O'Sul livan,  Sean—13 

Pattenden, Frieda—20 

Pattie, David—4 

Peacock,  Steven—8 

Piluso, Robert—13 

Plourde,  Bruce—4 

Reeves,  J immie—23 

Rivers, Dianna L ipp—9 

Rivers, Kenneth T.—14 

Roche, Nancy—16 

Scala,  Phi l—10 

Siska,  Wi ll iam—3 

Swan, Sarah—20 

Tomasulo,  Frank—5 

Vanacker,  Bastiaan—8 

Vi llez ,  Barbara—10 

Walker,  Joe—6 

Weber,  Sven—7 

Wilson, Carl—17 

Wright,  Paul—17 

Yacowar,  Maurice—24 

 
 


