Writing the First Essay for ENGL 4860
Here are some matters to keep in mind as you write your critical essay for this course.

(1) Think of your audience as your classmates but presume that the reader has seen the film in question.

(2) Don't even think about writing on a film you have not seen at least twice. Take notes as you watch.

(3) Do not (NOT) write a plot summary. Presume that the reader knows the basic plot of the movie you are writing about

(4) Do not write a review. Your purpose in this essay is to make sense of the movie you are writing on, not to critique it.

(5) Since you are writing about a film your reader has already seen, your purpose is, as an "expert" on the film (or at least one who has paid careful attention to it), to enhance its meaning for your reader by analyzing / interpreting some aspect of it.

(6) Here is a partial list of some of the topics you might write on for the film you have chosen as your subject: characterization, plot, setting, mise-en-scene, photography, music, structure, narration, editing, color, acting, direction, special effects, use of sound, set design, art direction, the screenplay, genre issues.

(7) Like any good essay you will need to have a thesis: a commitment / contract (usually at the end of the introduction, usually expressed in a sentence or two) in which you inform your reader what you will accomplish in the essay about to be read.

(8) The events in the film itself should be talked about in present tense, as if they are still going on. Thus "Eddie Adams takes the stage name of 'Dirk Diggler' when he becomes a movie star" not "Eddie Adams took the stage name of 'Dirk Diggler' when he became a movie star."

(9) Proofread/edit carefully. Peter Elbow once said that submitting an essay to a teacher full of errors is the equivalent of throwing dirty socks in your mother's face and commanding "Wash these!" If you make me wash your socks, I will not be happy and will respond appropriately.

(10) The name of a movie should be in italics or underlined: Boogie Nights or Boogie Nights not "Boogie Nights."

(11) For a helpful online guide to writing about film, follow this link: 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/humanities/film.shtml
(12) To download a copy of the evaluation form I will use to grade your essay, go here: http://davidlavery.net/Courses/2030/Handouts_Extras/evaluation.pdf. This will help answer the enduring student question: “What are you looking for?

