Dr. Horrible Essay Starter Kit (just add water)

Basics.
( Must not be a plot summary, but you should cite dialogue and events from Dr. H that support the argument you are trying to present.
( Should have a clear thesis statement, an introduction (supplied below) and conclusion, coherent paragraphs, and a logical organization.
( Should assume your classmates (and not your teacher) as your potential audience. Write it as if your audience has seen Dr. H.
( Think of your essay as an interpretation /analysis of the work; you are the expert on it, seeking to help your readers, who have seen the film but do not understand it fully.

( The events in the work itself should be talked about in present tense, as if they are still going on. Thus "Dr. Horrible’s nemesis is Captain Hammer" not "Dr. Horrible’s nemesis was Captain Hammer."

( Proofread/edit carefully.

( The title of a movie or a novel or a television series should be in italics or underlined: Dr. Horrible or Dr. Horrible not "Dr. Horrible."
Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog (2008). Written by Joss Whedon, Jed Whedon, Zach Whedon, and Maurissa Tancharoen; directed by Joss Whedon. Running time: 42 minutes). Watchable online at: http://www.hulu.com/watch/28343/dr-horribles-sing-along-blog
Read Wilcox, Abbott, and Lavery on Dr. Horrible on Critical Studies in Television.

The Cast
	Dr. Horrible
	Neil Patrick Harris
	Penny
	Felicia Day

	Captain Hammer
	Nathan Fillion
	Moist
	Simon Helberg


Introductory Paragraph Dr. Horrible’s Sing-along Blog was a 2008 released-on-the-internet miniseries from Joss Whedon, the creator of Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Firefly. It was a product of the Writer’s Guild of America strike that put all television shows on hiatus and allowed Whedon, collaborating with brothers Jed and Zach and Maurissa Tancharoen, to write and then produce on a very small budget and with the donated help of actors like Neil Patrick Harris (How I Met Your Mother) and Whedon veterans Nathan Fillion and Felicia Day, a three part fantasy/comedy/musical. [(use in any way you like, including cannibalizing word for word without credit]. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx [add an appropriate thesis statement here]
A Few Possible Topics: ( A general analysis of the three main characters: The Doctor, Captain Hammer, Felicia, with a paragraph devoted to each ( A detailed analysis of one of these characters, with, perhaps, a paragraph devoted to each of his/her individual traits ( An examination of Horrible humor, with particular attention paid to its darkness ( A tracking of its dramatic structure (like many plays, it comes in three acts) ( A consideration of the music and how it enhances the story ( A source paper that compares and contrasts the essays on Horrible by Lavery, Wilcox, and Abbott (see above).

