
 

 

Dropping the Body 

The X‐Files ,  Popular Culture, and Exosomatic Evolution1 

 

"Who the hell, besides some socially autistic techie in an ivory basement, would WANT 

to give up the human body?" 

Bruce Sterling 

 

"I’m really worried about my body. Our real bodies, are they all right?" 

Ted Pikul in eXistenZ 

 

"We predict the future, and the best way to predict the future is to invent it." 

The Well‐Manicured Man in "Paper Clip" in The X‐Files 

 

I  

The Syndicate  had p lans.  An  internat ional  "consort ium"  involv ing  myster ious,  

powerfu l ,  white  men meet ing  in  drawing rooms  in  London and New York,  

working  in  cooperat ion with  sc ient ists   f rom the Axis  Powers  suppl ied through 

"Operat ion Paper  C l ip ,"   they a lone seemed to  know, after   the crash of  an  a l ien  

sh ip  at  Roswel l ,  New Mexico  in  1947,  of   the coming a l ien   invas ion.  They a lone 

prepared for   i t ,  bargain ing  for  a  delay  so  that   they might ,  as  a  k ind of  peace 

overture  to  the  invaders ,  genet ica l ly  engineer  human‐al ien  hybr ids ,  

purportedly  as  s laves   for   the powerfu l  and ancient   invaders  and ( in  secret)   to  

prepare a  cure,  a  serum, that  would  prevent  their  own colonizat ion by the 

pathogenic  B lack  Oi l .  They had  long ago surrendered their  own  loved ones—

wives,  ch i ldren—as hostages,  of  course,  but  that  was a  smal l  pr ice  to  pay,  was 

i t  not ,   in  return for   their  own surv iva l  of   the "v ira l  holocaust"?  

"Surv iva l ,"   the Wel l  Manicured Man te l ls  Mulder   in  Fight  the Future ,   " is  

the u lt imate  ideology."  The ev i l  but  compel l ing  C igarette  Smoking Man,   i t  

seems,   is   their  ch ief  enforcer ,  one of   them but  working at   their  behest ,   though 

a lways  putt ing  h is  se l f ‐ interest   f i rst .  When the Wel l  Manicured Man,  one of  

                                            
1 Port ions of th is essay previously appeared in Late for the Sky: The 

Mental i ty of the Space Age. Carbondale: Southern I l l inois U P, 1992. See also 
http://www.middleengl ish.org/DroppingtheBody/Pages/droppingthebody.htm. 
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their  most  prominent  members  but   in  doubt  about  the group’s  motives,  

approaches Specia l  Agent  Scul ly   in  order  to  help  her  and her  partner  Fox 

Mulder  understand the enormity  of   the conspiracy  they seek to  untangle ,  she 

has,  not  surpr is ing ly ,  one bas ic  quest ion:  she wants  to  know what  th is  shadowy 

group actual ly  does.  H is  answer  is  s imple  but  momentous:  "We predict   the 

future,  and the best  way to  predict   the future   is   to   invent   i t ."  

The X‐F i les  would  have us  bel ieve that   the  invent ion of   the future   in  

order  to  predict   i t   i s  a  post‐war  project .  But  the real  conspiracy  goes  back to  

the Renaissance.  The pr ime effect  of   the Copernican revolut ion,  as  Hannah 

Arendt  argued  in  The Human Condit ion ,  was  the newly  acquired convict ion that  

humankind should   ( in  Arendt 's  words)  "abandon the attempt to  understand 

nature and general ly   to  know about  th ings  not  produced by man and  .   .   .   turn  

exc lus ive ly   to  th ings  that  owed their  ex istence to  man."  Human reason,   long 

deceived by  i ts   re l iance on commonsense revelat ions  about  the world ,   thus  

came to  seem "adequate only  when confronted with  man‐made objects"2  (The 

Human Condit ion 280‐84) .  Homo faber   t r iumphed and remains  the ru ler  st i l l  of  

human capacity .  The Copernican revolut ion was enacted on  i ts  behalf—to put  

i t   in  power.   I ts  va lues—its  

 

. . .d i s t inct ly  modern  susp ic ion   toward  man's   t ruth   rece iv ing  capac i t ies ,   the  

mistrust  o f   the  g iven ,  and  hence   the  new conf idence   in  mak ing  and  

introspect ion   .   .   .   insp i red  by   the  hope   that   in  human consc iousness   there   [ i s ]  

a   rea lm where  knowing  and  produc ing  would  co inc ide .  

 

are  now becoming the world 's  va lues,  even  in  cu ltures  that  do not  share  i ts  

h istor ica l   roots .  

The subl ime paranoia  of  The X‐F i les ,  an  enterta inment that  has  both 

shaped and ref lected,  and f ina l ly  conf irmed American sens ib i l i ty   in   the pre  

September 11th decade,  but  a  show that  has  never  real ly   taken  i tse l f   that  

ser ious ly ,  has  gotten the conspiracy  wrong.  For  the future  we must   f ight   ( i f  we 

are  a  Mulder)  or  acquiesce to   ( i f  we are  The Syndicate)  wi l l  not  come upon us  

                                            
2 See Hannah Arendt, The Human Condit ion.  Chicago 1958, 280-284. 
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f rom beyond earth.   I t  wi l l  be  our   invent ion,   the product  of  our  hubr is .  We wi l l  

create  our  own conquerors .  

 

I I  

In  "Why the Future Doesn’t  Need Us,"  Wi l l iam Joy,  ch ief  sc ient ist  of  Sun 

Microsystems,  presents  a  sober ing meditat ion on the dangers  posed to  species  

surv iva l  by  robot ics ,  genet ic  engineer ing,  and nanotechnology  in  the century  

ahead.  As  he contemplates  the futur ism of  everyone from the Unabomber to  

Carnegie‐Mel lon robot ics  v is ionary  Hans Moravec,  he takes  very  ser ious ly   the 

l ike l ihood that  machines  could  supplant  homo sapiens  as   the dominant  " l i fe"  

form on the p lanet.  The p la in  white  cover  of   the Apr i l  2000  issue of  Wired  

conta in ing Joy’s  essay  shows a  crumpled p iece of  paper,  ev ident ly   torn  from a  

future  d ict ionary,  bear ing  a  def in it ion:  

 

human:   ( ‘hü‐men)  ad j .  1 .  o f ,  be long ing   to ,  or   typ ica l  o f   the  ext inct   spec ies  

Homo sap iens  <the  human race>  2 .  what  cons is ted  of  or  was  produced  by  

homo sap iens  <human soc iety>  n .  an  ext inct  b iped,  Homo sap iens ,  

character ized  by  carbon‐based  anatomy;  a l so ,  HUMAN BEING.  Obs :  hu‐man‐

ness .  

 

Joy  contemplates  the future  real izat ion of   th is  def in it ion and suggests  how we 

might  prevent   i t .   In  a  ser ies  of  devoid‐of‐context  co lorfu l  cartoons 

interspersed with  the endless  advert isements  that   f i l l   the table  of  contents‐

bury ing opening pages  of  Wired   severa l  a larming quotat ions   from the essay are  

h ighl ighted:  

 

"B io logica l  species  a lmost  never  surv ive  encounters  with  super ior  

competit ion."—Hans Moravec 

 

" In  the game of   l i fe  and evolut ion there are  three p layers  at   the table:  

human beings,  nature,  and machines.   I  am f i rmly  on the s ide of  nature.  

But  nature,   I   suspect ,   i s  on the s ide of   the machines."—George Dyson 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" I ’m as   fond of  my body as  anyone,  but   i f   I  can be 200 with  a  body of  

s i l icon,   I ’ l l   take  i t ."—Danny Hi l l i s  

 

I I I  

Joy,  however,   i s  not  ready to  se l l  out .  He contests  each of   these 

sober ing proposit ions.  But  others  of  our  k ind—Quis l ings ,   i f  you wi l l—are ready 

and wi l l ing  to   jo in  the Syndicate,  are,   in  order  to  cooperate  with  our   future  

conquerors ,   ready with  open‐arms to  welcome the coming of   the exosomatic  

and transhuman.   I  have been  invest igat ing  the conspiracy  myself   for  near ly  

twenty  years  and have been about  as  successfu l  as  Mulder  and Scul ly   in  

exposing  i t .  

The year   is  1982.   I  am a  panel ist  at  a  publ ic   l ibrary   forum, on 

"Computers ,  Robots ,  and You"  in  Huntsv i l le ,  A labama,  the "Rocket  C ity"  where 

Werner  von Braun,  Krafft  Ehr icke,  and other  German and American sc ient ists  

contr ibuted might i ly   to  the development of  United States  Space Program after  

the war.  One of  my fe l low panel ists  was,  as  h is  name tag  revealed,  a  computer  

language expert  at  one of   the major  aerospace f i rms  in  Huntsv i l le .  But   I  

suspected another  a l leg iance  in  addit ion to  h is  corporate   ident ity .  The f ierce  

abstract ion of  h is  eyes,  something  in  h is  condescension to  matter ,  h is  uneasy,  

care less   inhabitat ion of  h is  c lothes  tree /   tax icab /  body (he was wear ing a  

le isure  su it   for  god’s  sake)—al l  spoke,  spoke  loudly:  computer‐ jock.  But  rea l ly  

that  was h is  subspecies .  He was,  more speci f ica l ly ,  a  Body Snatcher. 3 

A  humanit ies  professor  with  a  v i ta l   interest   in  sc ience and technology,  a  

profound so l ic i tude for   the evolut ion and dest iny  of  our  species ,  and a  

growing,  d isturbing abi l i ty   to   ident i fy  Body Snatchers   in  any d isguise,   I  had 

been  inv ited to  part ic ipate   in  the gather ing  to  present  an overv iew of  sc ience 

f ict ion's  portrayal  of  computers  and robots .  Having done so,   I  concluded my 

remarks  by  reading the c los ing  words  of  NASA sc ient ist  Robert   Jastrow's  The 

Enchanted Loom: Mind  in  the Universe ,  a  descr ipt ion of  our  true evolut ionary  

                                            
3 See David Lavery, "Departure of the Body Snatchers, or the 

Confessions of a Carbon Chauvinist" in Hudson Review  39 (1986), 383-404 
and David Lavery,  Late for the Sky: The Mental i ty of the Space Age .  
Carbondale 1992. 62-89. 
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dest iny   in  the cosmos as  he sees   i t . 4  I t  was  a  passage whose  impl icat ions   I   for  

one found absolute ly   terr i fy ing,   for   in   i t   lay  the phi losophica l  groundwork for  

exosomatic  evolut ion—for  Body Snatching—as a  prerequis i te  to  our   future  

ever last ing,  Faust ian pursuit  of  knowledge:  

 

At   las t   the  human bra in ,  ensconced   in  a  computer ,  has  been   l iberated   f rom 

the  weaknesses  o f  morta l   f lesh .   [ Jast row  is  here   imag in ing  humanity 's   future  

cosmic  voyages . ]  Connected   to  cameras ,   inst ruments  and  eng ine  contro ls ,   the  

bra in  sees ,   fee ls ,  and  responds   to  s t imul i .   I t   i s   in  contro l  o f   i t s  own dest iny .  

The  mach ine   i s   i t s  body;   i t   i s   the  mach ine 's  mind.  The  un ion  of  mind  and  

mach ine  has  created  a  new form of  ex is tence ,  as  wel l  des igned   for   l i fe   in   the  

future  as  man  i s  des igned   for   l i fe  on   the  Afr ican  savanna.  

I t   seems to  me that   th is  must  be   the  mature   form of   in te l l igent  

l i fe   in   the  Universe .  Housed   in   indestruct ib le   la t t ices  o f   s i l i con ,  and  no  

longer  constra ined   in   the  span  of   i t s  years  by   the   l i fe  and  death  cyc le  o f  

a  b io log ica l  organ ism,  such  a  k ind  of   l i fe  cou ld   l ive   forever .   I t  would  be  

the  k ind  of   l i fe   that  cou ld   leave   i t s  parent  p lanet   to   roam the  space  

between the  s tars .  Man as  we know h im wi l l  never  make   that   t r ip ,   for  

the  passage   takes  a  mi l l ion  years .  But   the  art i f i c ia l  bra in ,   sea led  with in  

the  protect ive  hu l l  o f  a   s tar   sh ip ,  and  nour ished  by  e lectr ic i ty  co l lected  

f rom star l ight ,   cou ld   las t  a  mi l l ion  years  or  more .  For  a  bra in   l i v ing   in  a  

computer ,   the  voyage   to  another  s tar  would  present  no  prob lems.5 

 

As  expected,   Jastrow's  words  had the r ing  of  poetry  and prophecy for  many  in  

the audience,   those ev ident ly  weary  of  being " immature".  There was no need 

to  convince them that  they—that  humanity  –should,   in   Jastrow's  sense,  be 

born again;   that   they should,  excarnated,   ident i fy   themselves  with  " immorta l  

technology"   in  an "omnipotent   fantasy"   (Sear les) .  Why,   then,  d id   I   fee l  an  

unearth ly  terror?  Why d id  Jastrow seem to  me to  be a  rat ional  madman,  an 

apologist   for  Body Snatching? Why d id  such th inking seem to  me to  demand a  

psychohistor ica l  explanat ion—linking as   i t  does  excarnat ion and space 

                                            
4 See Robert Jastrow, The Enchanted Loom: Mind in the Universe .  New 

York 1981. 
5 Ib id.,  166-167. 
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explorat ion as   i f   theirs  were a  marr iage made  in  heaven—while   for  many  in  the 

audience  i t  seemed wel l ‐n igh ax iomatic?  Why now? Why  in  the West?  Why  in  

America?   I  wanted to  ask  of  h istory.  

And   the  computer   jock  was   the   f i r s t   to  answer .   " I  guess  you 're   just  a  Carbon  

Chauv in is t , "  he  suggested ,  good‐natured ly  enough.  He   for  one  cou ld  not  wa i t   to  have  

h is  consc iousness   t rans lated  permanent ly   to  " indestruct ib le   la t t ices  o f   s i l i con ."  He  

for  one  cou ld  not  be l ieve   I  was  so  o ld ‐ fash ioned,   such  a  s t ick ‐ in ‐ the‐mud  ("mutter" ,  

"matter" ,   "mother" )  as   to  want   to   remain   incarnated,  earthy .   I  was ,  o f  course ,  

fami l ia r  w i th   the   tendency   (beg inn ing   in   the  1960s)   to  ca l l  anyone   t rapped  in  o ld  

concepts   ( the  supremacy  of   the  male ,   for  example)  a  "chauv in is t" .   I   reca l led  space  

co lon izat ion  guru  Gera ld  K .  O 'Ne i l l ' s  descr ipt ion  of  anyone unwi l l ing   to  embark  on ,  or  

a t   least   to  sanct ion ,  h is  ambit ious  p lans   for  humankind 's  extraterrestr ia l i zat ion  as  a  

"P lanetary  Chauv in is t" . 6  I   thought ,   too ,  o f  my own  f requent  use  of   the   term spec ies  

chauv in is t   to  descr ibe  our  k ind 's   reck less ,  nature‐be‐damned,   incestuous  human‐ ism.  

But   th is  phrase  was  one   I  had  not  heard  before   in  a l l   the  semant ic  d isseminat ion  of  

the  or ig ina l  concept ,   though   I   immediate ly   rea l i zed  what   i t s  user  meant  by   i t .   In   the  

back  o f  my mind   I  heard   the  andro id   in   the   f i r s t  S tar  Trek  movie  announc ing  "V 'ger 's"  

in tent ion   to  exterminate   the  "carbon‐based   in festat ion  of   the  Creator   [Earth] ."   I  

heard ,  aga in ,  Dav id  K ibner   in   the  1978  vers ion  of   Invas ion  of   the  Body  Snatchers  

lectur ing  a   re luctant ‐ to‐be‐absorbed  character—st i l l   f ight ing   for  h is   react ionary ,  

carbon‐based,  earthy ,  human va lues ;   s t i l l  be l iev ing   in   the  psychosomat ic  

ind iv iduat ion   that  comes  with  bod ies ,   l i ved  bod ies—that  he  must  not  be  " t rapped  in  

o ld  concepts" ,  must  not   fear   l iberat ion   f rom the  "weakness  o f  morta l   f lesh" .  

I   turned to   look at  my accuser—and fe l low carbon‐based unit—ready to  

reta l iate.  But  no,   I   thought;  he 's  exosomatic  a lready,   though h is  name was 

"Sk ip"  and he was dressed  in  a   le isure  su it ;  but  he had every  r ight   to  make 

such a  charge,   for  he was,  at   least ,  no hypocr ite .   I  accepted h is  a l legat ion—I 

have s ince,   in   fact ,  become proud of   i t—and counterattacked.  "And you,"   I  

repl ied  ( inc is ive ly ,   I   fe l t ,  but   far   too abstrusely   for   the audience that  evening) ,  

"are  a  Cartes ian Body Snatcher."  

My wit   fe l l  on  deaf  ears   then.  Perhaps—like  Donald  Suther land  in  the 

last   image of   the  Invas ion of   the  Body Snatchers—I should  have countered not  

with  a  recondite   inte l lectual  barb but  by   leaping to  my feet ,  pushing away my 

                                            
6 Ib id.,  35. 
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podium, and exposing my adversary  with  a  point ing,  accus ing  f inger  and 

moanl ike  scream of  d iscovery,  announcing to  a l l   the presence of  an  a l ien   in  

their  midst .  But  who,   I  wondered,  was the a l ien  now? Ster l ing 's  quest ion 

seems  less  and  less  rhetor ica l  each day. 7 

Though  I   fa i led  then,   in  my c lose encounter  with  Sk ip ,   to  expose and 

decry  the presence of   the  invaders   (departers?)  among us,   I  ask  now that  you 

indulge my paranoia  as   I  present  the ev idence for  my conspiracy  theory   in  a  

more systematic  way.   I f   the  fo l lowing  is  d ismissed as  personal   rav ing,  as  

having an X‐F i les  qual i ty ,   i f  you decide ( in  current  American s lang)   to  "Scul ly  

me,"   to  doubt  my rant ,   I  would  respond that   I  have more ev idence that  Scul ly  

and Mulder  can usual ly  muster .  Though  I  would  not  go so   far  as   to  c la im that   I  

have exposed the workings  of  any organized Syndicate,   I  can name the names 

(and show the faces)  of  an  oddly  d iverse  array  of  species‐tra itors  now act ive   in  

our   increas ingly  sc ience f ict ion cu lture  ready to  se l l  out  the human body  in  

advance to  a  presumed /  predicted under‐construct ion,  h igher  species .8 

 

"This   is   the Space Age,"   former Heroin  addict ,  Beat  movement novel ist ,  and 

v is ionary  Wi l l iam Burroughs reminded h is  contemporar ies   four  decades ago,  

"T ime to   look beyond th is   run down radioact ive  cop rotten p lanet.  T ime to  

look beyond the animal  body."  Many have answered h is  ca l l .  

Br i t ish  sc ience f ict ion writer  and te lecommunicat ion sate l l i te  v is ionary  

Arthur  C .  C larke  imagines  

 

a   t ime when men who s t i l l   inhab i t  organ ic  bod ies  are   regarded  with  p i ty  by  

those  who have  passed  on   to  an   in f in i te ly   r i cher  mode of  ex is tence .   .   .   .  One  

                                            
7 Bruce Ster l ing, "Is the Body Obsolete?,” in Whole Earth Review  

(Summer 1989), 50-51. 
8 See Scott Bukatman, Terminal Ident i ty: The Virtual  Subject in Post-

Modern Science F ict ion. Durham 1993; Kevin Kel ly /  Adam Hei lbrun / Barbara 
Stacks, "Virtual  Real i ty: An Inteview with Jaron Lanier,”  in Whole Earth 
Review  (Fal l  1989), 108-19; Rudy Rucker / R. U. Sir ius / Queen Mu, Mondo 
2000: A User 's Guide to the New Edge, Cyberpunk, Virtual  Real i ty,  Wetware, 
Designer Aphrodis iacs, Art i f i ic ia l  L i fe,  Techno-Erot icPaganism, and More .  New 
York 1992. Bruce Ster l ing (Ed.),  Mirrorshades: The Cyberpunk Anthology. 
New York 1986. 
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day   there  may  be  a  second and  more  portentous  ado lescence ,  when we b id  

farewel l   to   the   f lesh .  

 

Indeed,  such a  step,  C larke  is  convinced,   is  absolute ly  necessary   i f  we ever  

hope to  expand  into  the universe.  " In  the ages  to  come,"  C larke suggests ,  

accept ing,   indeed championing the future  d iv is ion of  mankind  into  separate  

cu ltures,  "the dul lards  may remain  on p lac id  Earth,  and real  genius  wi l l  

f lour ish  only   in  space—the realm of   the machine,  not  of   f lesh  and b lood."  

French phi losopher  and theor ist  of  postmodernism Jean‐Francois  

Lyotard d iscourses  with  supreme object iv i ty  on the need for  a  new mental i ty—

"prerequis i te   for   th ink ing of   the death of  a l l  bodies ,  so lar  or   terrestr ia l ,  and of  

the death of   thoughts  that  are   inseparable   from those bodies"—transcendent  

of  phys ica l   l imitat ions.   ( In  order  to  prepare the way for  "post‐so lar   thought,"  

Lyotard expla ins ,  we must  understand that  "as  a  mater ia l  ensemble,   . . .   the 

human body h inders  the separabi l i ty  of   [negentropic]   inte l l igence,  h inders   i ts  

ex i le  and therefore  surv iva l ." )9 

Convinced that  our   inte l l igence  is   in  a  sense "extraterrestr ia l" ,  and 

bel iev ing that   the "human  imaginat ion,   in  conjunct ion with  technology,  has  

become a   force so  potent  that   i t   rea l ly  can no  longer  be unleashed on the 

surface of   the p lanet  with  safety ,"   that   i t  has   in   fact  "ga ined such an  immense 

power that   the only  environment that   is   f r iendly  to   is   the vacuum of  deep 

space,"  ethnopharmacol ist  and New Age guru Terence McKenna  ins ists   that   the 

t ime has  come to  turn  the "body  ins ide out"—to remake the body as  an 

" indestruct ib le  cybernet ic  object ,"  a  goal  he bel ieves  to  be a  rea l izat ion of  

"our  deepest  cu ltura l  asp irat ions." 10 

Exto l l ing  the potent ia l  of  genet ic  engineer ing  and nanotechnology for  

enabl ing  transformation of  "our  bodies   into  new and d i f ferent   forms,"  New 

Edge   impresar io  R.  U.  S ir ius ,  ed itor  and publ isher  of  Mondo 2000 ,   ins ists   that  

human beings  "are  now such monsters  of  such sophist icat ion and complex ity  

that  we can't  begin  to  know ourselves  unt i l  we morph the human body,  expand 

                                            
9 See Jean-Francois Lyotard, "Can Thought Go On Without a Body?,” in 

Discourse  11 (1988-89), 74-87. 
10 See Terence McKenna,  The Archaic Revival .  San Francisco 1991. 
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the bandwidth of  our  sensor ia ,  permutate  our  bra ins ,  and strap on our  add‐

ons!"  

Even a  humanist  and culture  cr i t ic   l ike  O.  B .  Hardison,   Jr .  accepts  the 

need for  exosomatic  evolut ion for   the species .  The frag i l i ty  of   the 

"carboniferous  fabr ic ,"  he  is  certa in  requires  that  our  "sp ir i t   f ina l ly  separates  

i tse l f   f rom an outmoded vehic le";   the "vorac ious"  needs and d isastrous  

ecologica l   impact  of  carbon mandate that   i t  seeks  out   i ts  natura l  sphere:  

space.  "The re lat ion between carbon man and the s i l icon devices  he  is  

creat ing,"  Hardison would  have us  bel ieve,  may prove to  be analogous to  that  

of  "the caterpi l lar  and the  i r idescent  winged creature  . . .   the caterpi l lar  

unconsc ious ly  prepares  to  become."  His  own sympathies  are  with  the 

butterf ly .11 

Techno‐futur ist ‐economist  George Gi lder ,  whose far‐reaching 

speculat ions  have  inf luenced the American pol i t ica l   r ight   f rom Ronald  Reagan 

to  Newt Gingr ich,   rhapsodizes  about  the "overthrow of  matter"  and "the 

exaltat ion of  mind" by  means of   information technology,   leading to  

transcendence of  "the traps  and compuls ions  of  p leasure  into  a  h igher  

moral i ty  of  sp ir i t ."  

MIT 's  Marvin  Minsky bel ieves  that  human beings—already carbon‐based 

"machines"—wil l  certa in ly  grow "t i red of   their   l imitat ions,"  wi l l  "get   fed up 

with  their  bodies" ,  and des ign new ones.  And though some Carbon Chauvin ists  

may fear  that   in  seeking excarnat ion  in  machines  of  our  own devis ing  

something of  our  humanity  wi l l  be   lost ,  Minsky counsels   that  such th ink ing 

represents  only  the react ionary  squeamishness  of   those who "worship  death".  

Death,  he hastens  to  remind us,   i s  after  a l l  "only  bad  luck,"  an  engineer ing 

f law that  can certa in ly  be overcome.12 

We hear  the prominent  space advocate Barbara  Marx  Hubbard express  

her  utter  amazement at   the o ld‐fashioned nature of  her  human body:  

 

                                            
11 O. B. Hardison Jr. ,  Disappear ing Through the Skyl ight: Culture and 

Technology in the Twentieth Century .  New York: Vik ing, 1989. 
12 See Marvin Minsky, "Is the Body Obsolete?,” in Whole Earth Review  

(Summer 1989) 37; Marvin Minsky, The Society of Mind. New York 1986. 
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Who ever   thought   that   th is  part icu lar  model  o f   the  body   i s   i t   forever?  A   l i t t le ,  

mammal ian ,   furry  body,   i t   forever?  Somet imes   I  not ice  my body.   I t  has   l i t t le  

fur ,   l i t t le   fangs ,  ears   s t i l l   s l ight ly  po inted .  We are  sp i r i tua l  be ings  s t i l l   in  

an imal  bod ies  and   i t  a lways  s t ruck  me as  weird .  

 

At  present,  death  is  "scheduled  into  the evolut ionary  process"   for  such a  body,  

but  we could  and should,  Hubbard  ins ists ,   through technologica l   innovat ion 

and the psychic  advances   (h igh consc iousness  and h igh tech being c losely  

l inked  in  Hubbard's  worldv iew),  "reset   that  c lock"  and move "out  of   the 

mammal ian body consc ious ly ."  "We need no  longer   feel   that   i t   i s   'bad'   to  d ie ,"  

Hubbard's  Space Age,  Te i lhardian Chr ist ian ity  te l ls  her .  

 

I f  you  don ' t   rea l ly  need  a  body,  you  might  as  wel l  d ie . . .  However ,   i f  you  need  

a  body,  because  you  want   to  do  work   in   the  cosmos   that   i s   s t i l l  on   the  

phys ica l  p lane,  even   though   i t   i s   t ranscending   the  mammal ian  phys ica l  p lane,  

then  you  wi l l   keep  a  body.  Th is   i s  a  new opt ion   that  evo lut ion   i s  keep ing  open  

to  us  as  a   spec ies .  

 

We are  witnesses  to  the b irth  of  "bodies  which wi l l  not  per ish,"  engineered by 

modern sc ience and technology,  and though "r ight  now  it  sounds rather  

awkward:  replac ing parts ,  cyborgs,  computer ized  inte l l igence,"  a l l   th is ,  

Hubbard reassures  us ,  wi l l  be  somehow, someday,  sp ir i tual ly   transformed;  a l l  

wi l l  be  made beaut i fu l .  "Anything that  surv ives   in  evolut ion,"  she  ins ists ,  " is  

beaut i fu l" .13 

In  Future  Man Brit ish  sc ience f ict ion writer  Br ian Stableford ser ious ly  

contemplates  and,  with  the help  of  an   i l lustrator ,  envis ions,  genet ica l ly  

morphing the body for  war  and for   l i fe   in  outer  space. 14  In  "Cyborg 1 .0" ,  Kevin  

Warwick,  Professor  of  Cybernet ics  at   the Univers i ty  of  Reading  in  the UK,  hard 

at  work  to  make Stableford’s  hypotheses   into  sc ience fact ,  out l ines  h is  p lan to  

become one with  h is  computer,  a   feat  he hopes to  accompl ishment thanks  to  a  

var iety  of   implants  which have a lready begun to  become,  though surgery,  part  

                                            
13 See Barbara Hubbard, "A Scenario for the Future,” in Worlds Beyond. 

Larry Geis /  Fabr ice F lor in (Eds.).  Berkeley 1978, 281-94. 
14 Br ian Stableford,  Future Man .  New York 1984. 
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of  h is  own f lesh.  He hopes to  "try  out  a  whole  new range of  senses,"   to  record 

h is  own exper iences  and feed them back  into  h imself   (so  that  he may test  

whether  the v irtual   record  is   ident ica l   to  the or ig inal ) ,   to  have cybersex  with  

h is  wife   (who has  agreed to   implants  hersel f ) ,  and,  eventual ly ,  a long with  h is  

fe l low  implantees,   to  evolve,  by  "natura l  progress ion,"  " into  a  cyborg  

community"  that  wi l l  hook up "people  v ia  ch ip   implants  to  super inte l l igent  

machines. . .  creat ing,   in  effect ,  superhumans."  " I  was  born human,"  Warwick  

admits ,  "but  th is  was an acc ident  of   fate—a condit ion merely  of   t ime and 

p lace.   I  be l ieve  i t ’s  something we have the power to  change."15 

A l l  of   the foregoing,  however,  are  but  minor   f igures   lurk ing   in  The 

Syndicate’s  smoked‐f i l led  room, compared to  the next   three major  p layers .  

 

The  late   I ranian‐born futur ist  Fereidoun M. Esfandiary   ( in   the ear ly   '90s  he 

changed h is   legal  name to  FM‐2030  in  order  to  teach h is  contemporar ies  by  

example not  to   fear   future  co l lect iv izat ion)  argues  that ,  on the behalf  of   true 

human freedom, the body must  be rebui l t   to  new speci f icat ions,   th is   t ime our  

own.   In  Up‐Wingers ,  an  utter ly  mad treat ise  on technologica l  engineer ing  and 

the extraterrestr ia l   imperat ive,  FM 2030  ins ists   that   the only  so lut ion to  a l l  

our  press ing  earth ly  problems  is   to  embrace a  cosmic  a lternat ive  to  our  

current  pol i t ica l  v iewpoints :  what  he ca l ls  "the up‐coming Up".16 He seeks  to  

lay  out  a  b luepr int   for  a   tota l ly  open‐ended,  "cosmical ized"   future   in  which 

humankind transcends not  only  the o ld  b i furcat ion  into   left ‐and r ight‐wing 

th ink ing but  resolves  as  wel l   the o ld  d i lemma of  mind‐body dual ism (a  dual ism 

Descartes   locked  into  p lace for   the modern age)   through a  vanquish ing of   the 

phys ica l  and mater ia l   in  which human beings  overcome the need for   (among 

other  th ings)  mothers ,   fami l ies ,  ch i ldren,   the seasons,  p lanets ,  suffer ing  of  any 

k ind,  bodi ly   funct ions,  bodies  themselves,  and,  of  course,  death,  as  he seeks  to  

co lonize  "Al l ‐T ime and Al l ‐Space".  

We have no freedom i f  we d ie ,  FM 2030  ins ists ;   thus  the body must  be 

ent ire ly  redes igned—this   t ime according to  our  speci f icat ions:  "The more we 

                                            
15 See Kevin Warwick, "Cyborg 1.0,” in Wired  (2/2000), 144-48, 150-

51. 
16 See Fereidoun M. Esfandiary, Up-Wingers.  New York 1973. 
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remake our  bodies  the more human we wi l l  grow.  We have been prehuman."  

("Eat ing  dr ink ing defecat ing  reproducing s leeping walk ing  dying—al l   these are  

prehuman,"  he procla ims,   renouncing punctuat ion too as  react ionary. )  Because 

he trusts   the "cumulat ive  wisdom of  humans far  more than the s low arbitrary  

workings  of  evolut ion,"  FM 2030 has  nothing but  d isdain   for   the body we have 

inher ited and a l l   i ts   funct ions,  and unl ike  h is   inte l lectual   forebear  Descartes ,  

he does  not  even attempt to  mask h is  d isgust   in  phi losophica l   language.   Just  as  

the Body Snatchers  themselves  worked  in  secret  ear ly  on  in  both f i lms,  

spreading their  b l ight  c landest inely  unt i l   increas ing numbers  a l lowed them to  

go publ ic  with  their  conspiracy,   their  h istor ica l  advocates,   too,  once spoke 

only   in  hushed,  subdued tones and only   in  carefu l ly  reasoned,  sc ient i f ic ,  

caut ious  voices  unt i l   their  mental i ty  was so  widely  d isseminated,  so  much 

common sense,   that   the pretense can now be dropped,  and they can come out  

of   the c loset—as FM 2030 has  done—about their  actual  Gnost ic   loath ing  for  

the phys ica l  and the earth ly ,  announcing openly  their   true cosmic  motives.  

Here  is  a  sampl ing.  

 

The  an imal  human organ ism  is   s t ructura l ly  a   robot .  A   r ig id   robot  manipu lated  

by   i t s  pre‐determined  b io logy  and  env i ronment .  What   i s  more   robot‐ l ike   than  

hav ing  at   regu lar   in terva ls   to   inha le  and  exha le   to  eat  dr ink  ur inate  evacuate  

s leep?  A l l   these  mechan ica l   funct ions  are  programmed  into  me.   I  have  noth ing  

to  say  about   them.  They  are  beyond my contro l .   I f   I   s topped breath ing   for  

on ly  a   few minutes—a few qu ick  noth ing  minutes—that 's   i t .   I f   I  don ' t  eat  or  

dr ink  or   s leep  at   regu lar   in terva ls  my body  beg ins   to   f lounder  my mind  beg ins  

to  go   fuzzy .  Last  n ight   in   the  midd le  o f  a  deep  merc i fu l   s leep   I   suddenly  

jumped up  robot‐ l ike  and  rushed   to   the  bathroom.  There   I  was   in   the  midd le  

o f   s leep  ha l f ‐consc ious  ha l f ‐a l ive  ho ld ing  my th ing .   I s   there  anyth ing  more  

programmed more  manipu lated   than  a l l   th is?17 

 

To  FM 2030,   in  apparent   frustrat ion at   the knowledge that  he  is  merely  morta l ,  

consumed with  the aspirat ion to  become a  new, exemplary  vers ion of   the non 

defecat ing  Gnost ic  Chr ist ,   the human body  is  an  utter ly   loathsome th ing,  

                                            
17 Ib id.,  108. 
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beneath contempt:  a  " f i re  hazard heavi ly  pol luted poor ly  vent i lated badly  

insulated and handicapped with  count less  other  structura l  defects .   .   .   .  To  hel l  

with  th is  natura l  body,"18 he screams,  seemingly  unafra id  he might  be  judged 

insane by h is  contemporar ies ,  convinced,   i t  would  seem, that   the future  at  

least  wi l l   take h im to  be a  prophet.   In  boldface type he proudly  shouts  h is  

longing  for  excarnat ion at  us:  "The Body has  been our  greatest  hangup.  Our  

most  ser ious  obstac le  to  a  h igher  evolut ion."19 We must  escape  i t ,  he  procla ims 

again  and again,  and we must  conquer  death;   for  only  then wi l l  we be free.  

And th is   f reedom wi l l  come only  through "up‐winging,"  only  by  escaping the 

drag and h indrance of   the Earth.  

"The world   is  Satan,  and Satan  is   the world ,"  Mart in  Luther  concluded at  

the beginning of   the modern age,  help ing to  usher   in  a  "world ly  ascet ic ism" 

(Max Weber)   that ,  according to  many cr i t ics ,  contr ibuted substant ia l ly   to  

contemporary  desecrat ion of   the "evi l  genius"  of   the natura l  world .  Now,  in  

the otherworldy,  extraterrestr ia l  ascet ic ism of  an  FM 2030,   the world  and a l l  

th ings  phys ica l  have metamorphosed  into  a  modern equiva lent  of   the satanic ,  

at  which FM 2030 throws h is   inkwel l ;  have come to  be seen,   in  h is  eyes,  as  an 

evolut ionary  cu l ‐de‐sac,  an  "evi l"   impediment to  our  species '  cosmic  progress  

toward  immorta l i ty .  

 

Hans Moravec  o f  Carnegie‐Mel lon dreams of  a  "robot ic   immorta l i ty   for  

Everyman",  made poss ib le  by  means of   the creat ion of  a  computer  copy of  a  

mind that  would  then be transplanted ("downloaded")   into  a  robot  body.  

"Moravec's   idea,"  Grant  F jermedal  has  observed,   is  "the u lt imate  in   l i fe  

insurance." 20 

 

Once  a  copy  of   the  bra in 's  contents  has  been  made,   i t  w i l l  be  easy   to  make  

mult ip le  backup  cop ies ,  and   these  cou ld  be  s tashed   in  h id ing  p laces  around 

the  wor ld ,  a l lowing  you   to  embark  on  any  sort  o f  adventure  without  hav ing   to  

worry  about  ag ing  or  death .  As  decades  pass   in to  centur ies  you  cou ld   t rave l  

                                            
18 Ib id.,  128, 135. 
19 Ib id.,  128. 
20 See Grant Fjermedal,  The Tomorrow Makers: A Brave New World of 

L iv ing Brain Machines .  New York 1986. 
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the  g lobe  and   then   the  so lar   system and  beyond—always  keep ing  an  eye  out  

for   the   la test   in   robot  bod ies   in to  which  you  cou ld   t ransfer  your  computer  

mind. 21 

 

"Bodies ,"  Moravec  is  convinced,  "have served their  purpose".22 With  such a  

technologica l  advance avai lab le ,   the or ig inal  body would,  of  course,  be of  no 

use.  After  copying the mind,   there would  be no real  need to  "wake" the body 

again.  After  a l l ,  Moravec has  observed with  out‐of‐the‐c loset  candor,   the body 

is  "so  messy.  Humans have got  so  many problems that  you might   just  want  to  

leave  i t   ret i red.  You don't   take your   junker  car  out   i f  you've got  a  new one."23 

Not  surpr is ing ly ,  Moravec sees  such exosomatic  evolut ion as  most  

advantageous  for  space explorat ion.  Convinced that  our  species   faces  

inevitable  ext inct ion  i f  we do not  d isseminate our  k ind  into  a  var iety  of  n iches  

across  the ga laxy,  and certa in  that  we should—though we cont inue to  

stubbornly  remain  "b io logica l ly  committed to  personal  death"—"rejo ice"  at  

the cont inuat ion of  our  cu lture   in  any form, we should  wi l l ing ly  accept  that  

evolut ion wi l l   leap beyond the merely  human.  We must  remember,  Moravec 

reminds us ,  ant ic ipat ing  the compla ints  of  Carbon Chauvin ists ,   that  "away from 

Earth,  prote in   is  not  an  ideal  mater ia l .   I t 's  stable  only   in  a  narrow temperature 

and pressure range,   is  sens it ive  to  h igh energy d isturbances,  and ru les  out  

many construct ion techniques and components ." 24 Thus "the h igh cost  of  

mainta in ing humans  in  space"  wi l l   insure "that  there wi l l  a lways  be more 

machinery  per  person than on Earth".25 

Such machines  wi l l  eventual ly  undergo their  own natura l  se lect ion:  

 

When humans  become unnecessary   in  space   industry   [an   inev i tab i l i ty ,  

accord ing   to  Moravec] ,   the  mach ines '  phys ica l  g rowth  wi l l   c l imb.  When 

mach ines   reach  and  surpass  human  in   in te l l igence ,   the   inte l lectua l  growth  

                                            
21 Hans Moravec, Mind Chi ldren: The Future of Robot and Human 

Intel l igence.  Harvard, 1988. 
22 Ib id.,  60. 
23 Ib id.,  5. 
24 Hans Moravec, "The Endless Front ier and The Thinking Machine,” in 

The Endless Front ier  (2) 1982, 374-397. 
25 Ib id.,  393, 394. Also see Hans Moravec, "Interview" (with Ed Regis),  

in Omni  (8/1989), 74-79, 86, 88-90. 
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rate  w i l l   r i se  s imi lar ly .  The  sc ient i f i c  and   techn ica l  d iscover ies  o f   super‐

inte l l igent  mechan isms  wi l l  be  app l ied   to  mak ing   themselves  smarter   s t i l l .  The  

mach ines ,   look ing  qu i te  un l ike   the  mach ines  we know,  w i l l  exp lode   into   the  

un iverse ,   leav ing  us  beh ind   in  a   f igurat ive  c loud  of  dust .  Our   in te l lectua l ,  but  

not  genet ic ,  progeny  wi l l   inher i t   the  un iverse .  Barr ing  pr ior  c la ims. 26 

 

Again  ant ic ipat ing  h is   readers '  qualms,  Moravec hastens  to  expla in  that  

the prospect  he descr ibes  "may not  be as  bad as   i t  sounds".  For  the "machine 

c iv i l i zat ion"  he envis ions  "wi l l  certa in ly   take a long everyth ing we consider  

important.  After  a l l ,  human beings  need not  become nonexistent ,  s ince real  

l ive  human beings,  and a  whole  community ,  could  be "reconst i tuted  i f  an  

appropr iate  c ircumstance ever  arose"—an easy  matter ,  s ince a l l   that   is  

important  about  human beings   is   reducib le  to  "the  information  in  our  minds 

and genes"27.  

 

Among those now ready to  abandon the body,  perhaps the most  b izarre   is   the 

performance art ist  Stelarc ,  whose modus operandi   for   two decades has  

involved p ierc ing  h is  sk in  with  ster i le  hooks   in  order  that  he may be suspended 

from cables   in  unusual   loca les  and s i tuat ions  as  a  demonstrat ion of  "the 

severe  l imitat ions  of   the human body  in  grav ity" .  A  postmodern (posthuman)  

"every‐man,  exposed to  new dimensions  of  space and t ime",  whose 

"unfettered performances  ampl i fy   the contort ions  and gyrat ions  of  geo‐

gravitat ional  stress ,"  Ste larc  has  created not  only  "a  body art  which wi l l  

prepare h im to  adapt"—adapt  that   is ,   to  a  new stage  in  evolut ion  in  which the 

body "obsolete  but  aware. . .  can p lot   i ts  own demise—its  own vanish ing",  but  

an attendant  evolut ionary  theory  of   the body as  wel l ,  co‐conspirator  with  h is  

performance.  

To recognize  that  we have reached "an evolut ionary  dead‐end",   to  

real ize  the obsolescence of  our  bodies ,  Ste larc   is  convinced,   is  "probably  the 

h ighest  of  human real izat ions."  "With  our  present  genet ic  coding and ce l l  

                                            
26 Hans Moravec, "The Endless Front ier and The Thinking Machine,” 

393.  
27 Ib id. 
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structure,"  he  ins ists   (echoing FM 2030) ,  "our  body  is   t ru ly  a  death machine /  a  

programmed se l f ‐destruct  mechanism /  a  super‐deadly  s low motion su ic ide 

machine."  

 

To  ex is t  means  sure  death—unless  we can   reprogram our  genet ic   s t ructure .  

Mainta in ing   the   integr i ty  o f   the  body,  pro long ing   i t s  present   form  is  not  on ly  

bad  s t rategy   in   terms  of   sheer  surv iva l ,  but   i t  a l so  dooms the  body   to  a  

pr imit ive  and  crude  range  of   sens ib i l i t ies—to  a   l im ited  array  o f   sensory  

hardware  and  of ten  a  destruct ive   range  of  emot ions .  

 

As  an art ist  of   the species '  "decadent  b io logica l  phase",  Ste larc   is  committed 

to   leading  i t  past  our  current  obsess ion with   information –which he v iews as  a  

minor  compensat ion for  "genet ic   inadequacies" ,  "the prostheses  that  props up 

the obsolete  body"—into the development of  "des ign cr i ter ia"   for  "the Post‐

Evolut ionary  body".  Th is  new body,  he acknowledges,  may wel l  be  not  of   th is  

earth.  On the earth,   the body's  metabol ism ebbs and f lows with  n ight  and day,  

i ts  bra inwaves rhyme with  the c ircadian rhythms of   th is  p lanet.  Extraterrestr ia l  

environments  ampl i fy   the body's  obsolescence,   intens i fy ing  the pressures   for  

i ts  modif icat ion.  Off   the earth,   the body's  complex ity ,  softness ,  and wetness  

would  be hard to  susta in .  The strategy would  be to  HOLLOW, HARDEN, and 

DEHYDRATE the body—to make  i t  more durable  and to  extend and opt imize   i ts  

performance.  But  the hol low body would  not  be empty.  Hol lowing the body 

a l lows  i t   to  become a  better  host   for   technology—not only  creat ing  space for  

packing  in  more components ,  but  a lso  permitt ing  a  tota l   restructur ing.  THE 

HOLLOW BODY NEED NOT HAVE A HUMAN FORM. Development of   th is  body,  

indeed,   is   l ike ly   to  d is integrate  the species—a severance we should  welcome 

s ince  i t  wi l l ,   l ike  the sp l i t t ing  of   the atom, unleash enormous Space Age 

energies ,  generat ing  "tremendous b io logica l  potent ia l ,   result ing   in  an 

enr ich ing and energiz ing  d ivers i ty  of   the human phylum".  "To fert i l i ze  the 

future,"  Ste larc   is  certa in ,  a  departure  of   the Body Snatchers   is  a  prerequis i te:  

"the species  must  sp l i t  and modif ied   indiv iduals  must  d ivers i fy   in   form and 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depart   f rom the p lanet,   inhabit ing  new ecologica l  n iches,   t r igger ing  new 

evolut ionary  tra jector ies ."28 

Permit  me,   i f  you wi l l ,   to   introduce you to  one  last  being d isgusted by 

embodiment,  one  last  ent i ty  anxious  to  escape the human.  

 

I  hate   th is  p lace ,   th is   zoo ,   th is  pr i son ,   th is   rea l i ty ,  whatever  you  want   to  ca l l  

i t .   I   can ’ t   s tand   i t  any   longer .   I t ’ s   the  smel l ,   i f   there   i s   such  a   th ing .   I   fee l  

repu lsed  by   i t .   I   can   taste  your  s t ink ,  and  every   t ime  I  do   I   fee l   that   I  have  

been   in fected  by   i t .   I t ’ s   repu ls ive ,   i sn ’ t   i t?   I  must  get  out  o f  here .   I  must  get  

f ree .  

 

Agent  Smith   in   the  Wachowsk i  Brothers ’   f i lm  The  Matr ix   i s  not ,  o f  course ,  human,  

and  cannot  be  accused  of  be ing  a  qu is l ing .  He   i s  a  computer  program,  sent ,  as   those  

of  you  have  seen   the   f i lm  know,  sent  by   the   ru l ing  ar t i f i c ia l   in te l l igence  of  a  post ‐

apoca lypt ic  earth   into   the  v i r tua l  wor ld ,  The  Matr ix ,   in  order   to  hunt  down and  

destroy   the  human rebe ls   f rom the   rea l  wor ld  who would  expose   i t   for   the  P laton ic  

pr i son   i t   i s .   In   the  wor ld  o f  The  Matr ix   th is   i s   in   rea l i ty  how human be ings  spend 

the i r  days   f rom crad le   to  grave .  Now Agent  Smith ’s   revu ls ion ,  we  need   to  keep   in  

mind,   i s  not  aga inst  embodiment ;   i t   i s  d i sgust   for  even   the   representat ion  of  

embodiment   in  The  Matr ix .   S t i l l ,   taken  out  o f  context ,   the  words  o f   th is  agent   for  

that  conquer ing  advanced   inte l l igence   to  which   the  synd icate  o f  qu is l ings  would  p lay  

midwife  sounds   ind is t ingu ishab le   f rom the i r  own exosomat ic  cheer lead ing .   I f  we  

cou ld  assemble   them a l l—Clarke ,  S te larc ,  Hubbard ,  Moravec ,  G i lder ,  FM 2030,  et  

a l .—for  a  screen ing  of  The  Matr ix ,  would   they   look  upon Neo’s  extract ion   f rom the  

h ive  as  a  new vers ion  of   the   fa l l?  Would   they   root   for  Agent  Smith?  Are   they  secret  

admirers  o f   the  Borg  as  wel l?  

                                            
28 See David Dolan, "A New Image of the Art ist ,”  in Obsolete Body 

Suspensions .  San Francisco 1984, 67; Eni ly Hicks, "Event for Obsolete Body # 
3Espace DBD,” in Obsolete Body Suspensions .  San Francisco 1984, 68; Rod 
O'Br ien, "Tomorrow's Art ist ,”  in  Obsolete Body Suspensions .  San Francisco 
1984: 48-49; Rachel Rosenthal,  "Stelarc,  Performance, and Masochism,” in  
Obsolete Body Suspensions .  San Francisco 1984: 69-71; Stelarc,  "An 
Interview with Stelarc,” in  Obsolete Body Suspensions .  San Francisco 1984: 
16-17; Stelarc,  "The Myth of Information,” in  Obsolete Body Suspensions .  
San Francisco 1984, 24; Stelarc,  "Redesigning the Body Redef in ing. What is  
Human,” in Whole Earth Review  (Summer 1989), 18-23; Stelarc,  "The 
Spl i t t ing of the Species,” in  Obsolete Body Suspensions .  San Francisco 1984, 
134; Stelarc,  "Strategies and Trajector ies,” in  Obsolete Body Suspensions .  
San Francisco 1984, 76; Stelarc,  "Tr igger ing an Evolut ionary Dia lect ic,”  in  
Obsolete Body Suspensions .  San Francisco 1984, 52. 
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In   the sc i ‐ f i  novel  Neuromancer,   the computer  cowboys of  Wi l l iam 

Gibson's  not  too‐far‐d istant  world  are  capable  of  phys ica l ly  enter ing  and 

explor ing  a  three‐dimensional  cyberspace created out  of   the world 's  

information.  As  these cybernauts  become  increas ingly  addicted to  the 

d is incarnate  freedom they d iscover   in  th is  new dimension,   their  

d isappointment with  the  l imitat ions  of   the human body grows  into  powerfu l  

resentment  for  what  they der is ive ly  ca l l  " the meat" .   I t  seems only   log ica l ,  does  

i t  not ,   that  having reduced the animal  world  to  merely  meat—the p icture   is  an  

art ist ’s   render ing of  Br ian Stableford’s  not‐to‐far‐d istant   futur ist ic  "p lug‐ in‐

chicken" meat  machine—we would  reduce ourselves  to  merely  meat  as  wel l?  

And now we wi l l  beat  the meat.  

 

IV 

Claudio  Naranjo  and Robert  Ornste in ,   in  On the Psychology of  Editat ion ,  

ca l l  attent ion to  the Surangama Sutra   in  which the Buddha "t ies  one knot  after  

another   in  a  handkerchief ,  and after  each. . .  asks  h is  d isc ip le  Ananda,   'What   is  

th is? '"  Buddha then asks  Ananda yet  another  quest ion,   inquir ing  whether  a l l  

knots  can be unt ied at   the same t ime.  " 'No B lessed Lord! '"  Ananda repl ies .  

"S ince the knots  were t ied  one after  another   in  a  certa in  order,  we cannot  

unt ie  them, unless  we fo l low the reverse  order. '"  The authors  supply  the 

fo l lowing exeges is  and commentary:29 

 

To  s tart  w i th   the   last  knot ,   in   the  Buddhis t  darshan,  means   to  s tart  w i th   the  

body,  and  with in   the  body   ( in   the  chakra  system)  with   i t s  most  body‐ l ike  

reg ion ,   the   foundat ion ,  or   lower  area .  The  contrast  between East  and  West   in  

th is   las t  aspect   i s  a l so  suggest ive  o f   the  predominant  sp i r i t  o f   the   respect ive  

cu l tures ;  Western  man,   in  h is  ambit ion   to   f ly  out  o f  h is  body,  has   ident i f ied  

with   the  head,  or  a t   lowest ,  w i th   the  heart .  Or ienta ls ,  w i th  no   less   sp i r i tua l  

ambit ion ,  have  s t ressed   the   importance  of  a t ta in ing   rootedness   in   the  body  

f i r s t  and  have  cu l t ivated   the   fee l ing  o f   the  center  o f  grav i ty   in   the  be l ly . 30 

 
                                            

29 See Claudio Naranjo / Robert Ornstein,  On the Psychology of 
Meditat ion .  New York 1971. 

30 Ib id.,  67. 
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Body Snatching does  not   f i rst  seek "rootedness   in  th ings" .  Pretent ious ly  

c la iming a lready to  esoter ica l ly  know,  in  New Gnost ic   fashion,   the "or ig in  of  a l l  

th ings,"   i t  proc la ims  i tse l f   to  be capable  of  and deserv ing of   f iddl ing  with  the 

very  const i tut ion of   the world ,  of  unty ing the knots  of  creat ion.   I t  seeks,   in  an 

age of  advanced technology at   the serv ice  of  an  unquenchable  res  cogitans ,   to  

d iscover  the means  for  making poss ib le  an unearned,  undeserved,  quick  ex it  

through the head. 31 

I t  was  the great  French poet  Paul  Valery  who once observed that  As ia  

was the body of  mankind and Europe the mind.32  In  such a  world‐h istor ica l  

extended metaphor,  what  then  is  America,   the cu lture  that  spawned most ,  

though not  a l l ,  of   the excarnat ional   th ink ing descr ibed here?  (The Syndicate,  

after  a l l ,  has  non‐American members,  but   i t   i s  an  American project  after  a l l . )  

Are  we perhaps the vehic le  of   the species ’  d isembodiment,  of   the excarnat ion 

of  consc iousness?  "The greatest  poverty ,"  another  poet  once  ins isted,   th is  

t ime the American Wal lace Stevens,  " is  not  to   l ive   in  a  phys ica l  world ."33 

Judged by th is  standard,  America  may wel l   turn  out  to  be a  Third  World  

Nat ion.  

 

                                            
31 See Arthur Kroker / Mari louise Kroker, "Theses on the Disappearing 

Body in the Hyper-Modern Condit ion,” in Body Invaders: Panic Sex in 
America .  Arthur Kroker / Mari louise Kroker (Eds.) New York 1987, 20-34; 
George Lakoff  /  Mark Johnson,  Phi losophy in the F lesh: The Embodied Mind 
and Its Chal lenge to Western Thought. New York 1999; George Lakoff  /  Mark 
Johnson, The Minimal Sel f:  Psychic Survival  in Troubled Times. New York: 
W.W. Norton, 1984. 

32 Paul Valery, "Some Simple Ref lect ions on the Body." Ralph Manheim 
(trans.).  In: Feher II ,  394-402. 

33 Wal lace Stevens, Col lected Poems .  New York 1954. 


